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Dedicated Docents and Volunteers;

As zoo professionals, we can’t thank you enough for your dedication and invaluable service to institutions across the nation. Without your help, we couldn’t undertake the daunting responsibilities of providing optimal care to the animals in our charge and at the same time engage in other activities that further our collective conservation interests and efforts. Animal keepers wear many hats and now more than ever we rely on you to help us tackle a multitude of objectives as stewards of wildlife conservation. The fact that you are willing to provide your time and services free of charge speaks volumes of your dedication to animals and conservation.

The American Association of Zookeepers would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your hard work and to invite you to join our association. AAZK was founded in 1967 as a professional organization for those committed to the highest level of care for zoo animals. AAZK offers those who work and volunteer in zoological institutions across the nation an opportunity to communicate with one another about the latest research and techniques in animal care. Furthermore, AAZK funds various conservation and educational initiatives aimed at preserving wildlife across the globe. Even though it’s part of the name, AAZK is not just for zookeepers! Currently there are over 2800 individual members consisting of animal keepers, trainers, curators, scientists, veterinarians, educators, and a number of other groups within the zoo profession. 
As a volunteer or docent there are many benefits to joining AAZK. First, your $35 annual fee will get you a subscription to our monthly magazine, Animal Keepers’ Forum. This publication is a great place to get enrichment ideas, find job postings, and to learn about upcoming conferences and events. As an AAZK member, you’ll also be eligible for grants. Have you always wanted to work at the Gibbon Conservation Center in Thailand but just couldn’t afford the travel expenses? AAZK offers several grants every year for our members to start conservation projects, attend education courses and even travel. 
In addition, many zoos offer free or discounted admission to members of AAZK.
Being a member of your local AAZK chapter can also be a great way to get to know the people you work with outside of the zoo. Many chapters have regular meetings that include free food, interesting lectures, and a chance to socialize. In addition, some chapters host fundraising events throughout the year that provide a unique opportunity to raise awareness and money for conservation while also having a lot of fun. AAZK events run the gamut from wine and cheese parties to our annual Bowling for Rhinos bowlathon. With your hard work and enthusiasm, we can make these events an even bigger success allowing us to have a greater impact on conservation projects worldwide.

Thank you for taking the time to consider becoming a member of the American Association of Zookeepers. We are excited to have this chance to tell you about our organization and the work we do to improve the care of animals in zoos and aquariums as well as preserve their counterparts in the wild. Please feel free to contact our national office at 1-800-242-4519 or visit our website at www.aazk.org if you have any questions or need further information.
Sincerely,

Stephanie L. Prine

National AAZK Marketing Committee

