February 18, 2005
Dear Education Professional:

I am writing to you today concerning the Indianapolis Zoo Teen Program.  Each year in the first week of January, we mail Application Packets to school guidance counselors’ offices in over 200 central Indiana schools to make them available for photocopying for interested students.  These materials include a Zoo Teen promotional pack, a Zoo Teen Program Description, Significant Dates for Zoo Teen Candidates, and the Zoo Teen Application.  We need your help to assure that students interested in zoo and aquarium related sciences in your school hear about the phenomenal opportunity the nation’s second largest Zoo Teen Program has to offer.  

We are trying to update our database to be sure that the correct person at your school receives the information about our Zoo Teen Program.  Could you please forward the enclosed form to the person that we should send Zoo Teen Application Packets to in January?  Please read over the enclosed School Contact Person form. 

As a brief overview, the Zoo Teen Program provides opportunities for area students to gain valuable work experience in a setting that allows them to interact with animals and the public.  This hands-on, volunteer experience introduces students interested in possible careers in wildlife conservation, environmental education, and animal care to the daily operations of a world-class zoological institution.  

The Zoo relies on educators throughout Central Indiana to distribute Zoo Teen information to their students.  It is the best method the Zoo has to communicate with a large number of qualified applicants.  Registration will begin in January for the 2005 summer program.  We will enclose materials at that time that will help you to help us promote the Zoo Teen program to your students through daily announcements, school newsletters, and information distribution.  School guidance counselors and teachers of the biological sciences can assist in examining students’ interest in this area.

We would appreciate any assistance you can provide by returning the enclosed form no later than December 1.  If you have any additional questions, please contact myself, or Kristin Kraemer, Volunteer Coordinator, at (317) 630-2041 or e-mail volunteer@indyzoo.com.   Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely,

Joel Vanderbush

Manager of Volunteer Services

