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January 3, 2005

Dear Education Professional:


Please read this letter before releasing any information to students.

The Indianapolis Zoo’s summer Zoo Teen Program provides opportunities for area students to gain valuable work experience in a setting that allows them to interact with animals and the public.  This hands-on, volunteer experience introduces students interested in possible careers in wildlife conservation, environmental education, and animal care to the daily operations of a world-class zoological institution.  

The Zoo relies on educators throughout Central Indiana to distribute Zoo Teen information to their students.  It is the best method the Zoo has to communicate with a large number of qualified applicants.  As registration is now open for the summer of 2005, we ask that you help us promote the Zoo Teen program by offering this opportunity to your students through daily announcements, school newsletters, and information distribution, especially to teachers of the biological sciences (please give them a copy of the Zoo Teen Program description) so they can also assist in examining students’ interest.

A promotional packet and applications for the 2005 summer program are enclosed.  Please duplicate them using the master copies enclosed and do not hand out the masters.  Be sure to make the Applications and Zoo Teen Program descriptions two-sided.  Each interested student should receive the Zoo Teen Program Description with the application procedures on the back, a Zoo Teen Application (two sided), and the Significant Dates Sheet.  The daily announcements should be given to your school office and the newsletter article should be given to the school newsletter editor.

Junior high and middle schools should be aware that students MUST be 

fourteen years old by the application deadline, February 28, to be eligible for the 2005 summer program.  All applications, essays, and letters of recommendation should be sent as one packet by each student to the Indianapolis Zoo Office of Volunteer Services and be received as soon as possible and no later than February 28.  Students should be responsible for returning their application packets.  Please read through the Zoo Teen material, especially the application procedures, before distributing to the students.  

After we have received and reviewed the required materials, students will be notified of their March interview dates by postcard, which will be mailed to them during the first week of March.

If you have any additional questions, please contact myself or Kristin Kraemer, Volunteer Coordinator, at (317) 630-2041 or e-mail volunteer@indyzoo.com.   Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely,

Joel Vanderbush

Manager of Volunteer Services
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