	Slide
	Commentary

	1
	List on white board/flip chart

1. What are your strengths when it comes to Interpretation (Tours, Touch Tables, and Outreach all apply as interpretive activities. So does the wetlands kiosk, Kids Zoo, Kesho Park/Research Tent)?

2. What would you like to improve on when it comes to interpretation?

3. List exhibits/animals where you find it difficult to interpret

This is what we are going to work on today – building on your strengths, helping you improve, and coming up with practical solutions for hard to interpret exhibits.



	2
	

	3
	Interpretation!

What first got you hooked on nature (brainstorm)?
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	What is Interpretation?
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	Connect – make connections between what is being displayed and the personality or experience of the audience

Not just information – Interpretation includes information but is not only relaying the facts. Interpretation is a revelation based on information.

It’s an art – But it can be taught!

Provocation – interpretation provokes thought and conservation action

Present the whole – The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Interpret the whole story

Don’t dilute – When interpreting to children, don’t just dilute the adult information. Children see the world in a fundamentally different way than adults and must be interpreted to accordingly
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	Universal dislikes:

Dry lectures

An interpreter that talks too much

A program that is too technical

Long and unenthusiastic presentations
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	Ages 2 – 7

Pre-logical

Magic and fantasy are accepted at face value

Self-oriented

World seems to be alive!

Ages 7-11

simple relationships can be mastered

reasoning dominated by direct personal experience 

ability to classify develops, order begins to emerge from complexity

time relationships more understandable

Ages 12-15

Capable of manipulating ideas even when the subject is not present

can weigh the pros & cons and defend conclusions rationally

can contemplate moral aspects of an issue in abstract and mature ways

can assume the perspective of others

can be boisterous, noisy and awkward

peer acceptance is very important to them
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	Read from slides
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	POW!

-Capture the group’s attention with a provocative introduction

Bridge

-Answer the question/address what was said in the “POW”

Body

-Main message

-Use the senses

-Use success stories

-Limit number of ideas

-Get the audience involved

-Make it relevant to the person’s life

Conclusion

-Summarize and give a call to action (Conservation!)

-Answer the question “So What?”

-Signal the end of your presentation
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	In small groups, choose an exhibit from the list of “hard to interpret” exhibits. Take 15-20 minutes to come up with a 1 minute interpretive solution or list of tips to share with the rest of the group.




