Volunteer Services


Zoonotic Disease Awareness Form

Zoonosis:  What is it?
Nearly every contact with other living organisms, whether it is with humans or other animals, carries some risk of disease transmission. Diseases that are spread from animals to humans are called zoonoses (adj. = zoonotic diseases). 

· Examples are: Salmonella, E-coli, Rabies, Tuberculosis, Hepatitis A & B
· Over 150 infectious diseases and conditions can be transmitted between animals and humans.


Risks of zoonotic disease can be markedly reduced by avoiding direct animal contact. However, this foregoes many valuable educational experiences and the establishment of a direct relationship between animals and the public. A reasonable alternative is adequate hand washing for those in direct contact with animals. 
Hand washing is perhaps the single most effective personal hygiene procedure for reducing the risk of infection.  Given that fact, all areas in which the public has direct contact with animals should have access to hand washing facilities that are in the immediate vicinity of the contact (or an equivalent such as bactericidal hand-wipes).
Human food consumption should not occur in the immediate area of contact (i.e. keeper areas, animal holding areas). 


Following is a list of disease considerations for animals commonly used in contact programs.


Reptiles and Amphibians Salmonella sp. Salmonellosis is a common and often nonpathogenic infection of reptiles.  Diagnosis may be difficult.  Due to intermittent fecal shedding of these organisms, false negative cultures frequently occur. So it is difficult, if not impossible to ascertain with certainty that an animal is Salmonella "negative." Therefore, all reptiles should be treated as salmonella carriers.  Risks of transmission can be reduced in two ways: 1) avoid all direct contact with reptiles or surfaces with which they have come in contact, or, 2) allow contact followed by hand washing as previously described.

Amphibians may present several of the same zoonotic risks as reptiles; so again, contact should be followed by hand washing.

Birds Risks for handling/working around birds are chlamydiosis and zoonotic parasites (e.g., giardia). As in reptiles, salmonellosis can be present and difficult to diagnose and so, birds should be treated as suspects and all contact followed by hand washing. 

Mammals: General All mammals are considered at risk for infection with rabies. Current rabies vaccines are licensed for use in only six domestic species: dogs, cats, ferrets, sheep, horses, and cows. 
Skin lesions compatible with dermatomycosis ("ringworm") should be reported in order to prevent transmission to those in direct contact with them.

Mammals: Primates All direct volunteer contact with primates is prohibited. Volunteer contact also places the primates at considerable risk of contracting diseases from humans.

Mammals: Small Ruminants/Neonatal Ruminants All small ruminants; e.g., pygmy goats, sheep, dwarf cattle, llamas, etc., that are greater than six months of age and used in contact areas could carry tuberculosis, brucellosis, etc.  Other diseases of a potential zoonotic nature include infection with Coxiella burneti (Q-fever) in certain areas. 

Mammals: Rodents and Lagomorphs (rabbits) Possible exposure to Hantavirus and salmonella among others.

I have read the above stated risks of working with or near animals.  I understand it is my responsibility to take the necessary safety and hygienic measures to reduce the risk of contracting a zoonotic disease.

____________________________________________________


Printed Name


____________________________________________________
____________________

Signature







Date
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