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The Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center offers unpaid internship opportunities for college students interested in pursuing careers related to Biology, Marine Biology, science education, aquarium sciences, or related support staff positions.

Available Internships

Support Department

Merchandising Intern

Duties: Aquarium store inventory and data processing.

Qualifications: Computer literate; interest in retail management.

Green Team Intern

Duties:  Assess, develop and implement Green Team efforts to encourage participation by aquarium staff, volunteers and guests in ‘green practices’ programs.

Qualifications: Environmental Science major. Strong computer and customer service skills a must. Research background preferred. Creative thinker and ability to work independently.

Education Department

Nature Trail Intern

Duties: Gain an exciting array of new skills and experiences in outdoor education and field biology.  Assist trail staff in a team environment to develop and present informal outdoor education programs and activities along the nature trail.  Supervise, schedule, and mentor young volunteers.  Provide guests and volunteers with unique outdoor experiences that cultivate an appreciation for the natural world.  Transport and supervise live education animals.  Catch, study, and release a variety of creek critters including blue crabs, fish, and snails.

Qualifications:  College student studying Biology, Education, or other related field.  Ability to maintain high energy level in hot, humid, wet, and muddy conditions.  Good communication skills, comfortable with public speaking.  Enjoy working with children. A team player who can lift up to 50 pounds.  Animal handling experience preferred but not required.  CPR/First Aid preferred but not required.  Willingness to receive pre-exposure rabies vaccination preferred but not required.

OIM/Outreach Intern

Duties: Travel throughout Hampton Roads while assisting staff with live animal presentations and other programs to local schools, libraries, summer camps, and festivals.  Work behind the scenes with program coordinators to complete administrative duties related to outreach programs (available year-round).

Qualifications: Interest in marine biology or education; ability to lift up to 50 lbs.; comfortable interacting with children and adults, public speaking or customer service experience helpful.

Education Summer Sea Camp Intern (Summer only)

Duties:  Assist education staff with all aspects of the Aquarium’s summer Sea Camps.  Intern will not only aid with daily instruction of weekly camps, but work closely with camp coordinators in an administrative role as well.

Qualifications:  Interest in marine science and/or education; ability to work with limited supervision; ability to work actively outdoors; experience working with children is helpful.

Education Intern-Bay Lab

Duties: Provide information on Chesapeake Bay and Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center to visitors at Bay Lab, the Aquarium’s teaching facility at First Landing State Park; assist staff with Bay Lab programs for summer camps and other groups; assist staff with weekly evening program for park campers (summer only).

Qualifications: Interest in marine biology or education; ability to work with limited supervision; comfortable interacting with children and adults; public speaking or customer service experience helpful.

Education Administrative Intern

Duties: Assist with management of Dolphin/Whale Watches, and summer camp (summer only).

Qualifications: Experience with recreational programs, child development.

Floor Education Intern-Permanent Exhibits-Public Educational Programs

Duties: Conduct public presentations on marine related topics; supervise and teach volunteers; assist program staff with group check-in, visitor services, and other related activities.  Develop, implement and conduct a variety of education programs and visitor enhancement events for the general public. (Applicant may elect one or more topics):

►Trash Bash- This annual event takes place during the month of August. Student will work with Aquarium education staff to develop educational programs and activities focusing on marine debris and their effects on the environment.

►Waterman’s Weekend- Visitor enhancement program focusing on Virginia’s watermen and the role that they play in Virginia’s history and future 

►Curiosity Carts- These are “roving” educational programming opportunities for the Aquarium guests. Educators will bring these informational carts to guests in all areas of the Aquarium. Student will develop educational materials on multiple program topics as well as acquire props and artifacts to enhance theses programs.

Qualifications: Junior or senior status; major in biology or education with biology or environmental sciences concentration; public speaking or customer service experience helpful. Candidate must be self-motivated, out going and enthusiastic.

Floor Education Intern-Changing Exhibits
Duties: Research, write and conduct public programs for changing exhibits and special events, support and teach volunteers; assist program staff with daily visitor activities; perform procedures for start-up and shut-down.

Qualifications: Junior or senior status; major in biology or education with biology concentration; public speaking or customer service experience helpful.

Exhibits Department

Animal Care Intern - Birds

Duties: Responsible but not limited to daily husbandry of bird exhibits and quarantine areas; preparing diets and feeding, cleaning and maintaining exhibits and quarantine areas, assist during veterinary visits, update records, and participate in daily observations of species on exhibit and in quarantine.

Qualifications: Prefer someone seeking a career in biology, sciences, or education. Must have at least 2.0-college grade point average. Applicant must be available for a minimum of 16 hours a week for 10 weeks. Applicant should be able to tolerate working in cold or hot weather as well as inclement weather conditions. 

Animal Care Intern – Mammals

Duties: Responsible but not limited to daily husbandry of marsh exhibits and mammal areas; preparing diets and feeding, cleaning enclosures and maintaining records, assisting full time staff, performing exhibit repairs, animal observations, entering large aquatic habitats for cleaning and maintenance, and behavioral training. There is possible interaction with persons from the general public and the Harbor seals during animal interactive programs offered by this department. 

Qualifications: applicant must be available for a minimum of 30 hours a week for 10 weeks. Schedule flexibility is important and will include weekends and possible evenings. Applicants should be in excellent physical health and be able to lift 40 pounds. Also required are the abilities to tolerate working in varying environmental conditions that could include direct sun and warm temperatures, confined spaces with delicate exhibit materials, cold temperature for food storage, and wet conditions in and around aquatic habitats. Applicants should be strong swimmers and scuba certification is a plus. 

Rabies Pre-exposure Vaccinations: In order to gain the most benefit from an Aquarium intern experience in the Marsh and Marine Mammal department, an accepted candidate is required to obtain his or her Rabies pre-exposure vaccine at his or her own expense. You can inquire as to how to obtain these injections from your family doctor or from a local department of health

Animal Care Intern – Bay Pavilion
Duties: Assist in the duties of aquatic husbandry and maintenance in the Bay Pavilion of Bay and Ocean exhibits. Responsibilities will include food preparation, feeding aquatic animals, cleaning of habitats and quarantine systems maintenance and or repair. Interns may have the opportunity to become involved in new projects/exhibit design and/or construction.

Qualifications: Current student or candidates with previous college level course work in biology, marine science or related field. Junior or senior status preferred. Applicant should have a strong career interest in fish-invertebrate husbandry, aquaculture, public aquarium management, and marine science, etc. Field and laboratory research experiences a plus. SCUBA certification open water level preferred. Maintaining a daily journal during internship is required, a PowerPoint presentation on an internship related topic, and assigned projects required. 

Duration of Internship: Minimum of 10 weeks, minimum of 4 days a week for 8 hours per day. Weekends and holidays availability required. 

Application Deadline: Four months prior to the start date of the semester/quarter.

Animal Care Intern – Ocean Pavilion
Duties: Assist in the duties of aquatic husbandry and maintenance in the Ocean Pavilion of Bay and Ocean exhibits. Responsibilities will include food preparation, feeding aquatic animals, cleaning of habitats and quarantine, specimen collection and quarantine, systems maintenance and or repair. Interns may have the opportunity to become involved in new projects/exhibit design and/or construction.

Qualifications: Current student or candidates with previous college level course work in biology, marine science or related field. Junior or senior status preferred. Applicant should have a strong career interest in fish-invertebrate husbandry, aquaculture, public aquarium management, and marine science, etc. Field and laboratory research experiences a plus. SCUBA certification open water level preferred. Maintaining a daily journal during internship is required, a PowerPoint presentation on an internship related topic, and assigned special projects required. 

Duration of Internship: Minimum of 10 weeks, minimum of 4 days a week for 8 hours per day. Weekends and holidays availability required.

Application Deadline: Four months prior to the start date of the semester/quarter.

Animal Care Intern – Marsh Pavilion
Duties: Assist in the duties of aquatic exhibits husbandry and maintenance in the Marsh Pavilion of Bay and Ocean Exhibits. Responsibilities will include food preparation, feeding aquatic animals, cleaning of habitats and quarantine systems, specimen collection and quarantine, system maintenance and repair. Interns may have the opportunity to become involved in new projects/exhibit design and/or construction. 

Qualifications: Current student or candidates with previous college level course work in biology, marine science or related field. Junior or senior status preferred. Applicant should have a strong career interest in fish-invertebrate husbandry, aquaculture, public aquarium management, and marine science, etc. Field and laboratory research experiences a plus. SCUBA certification open water level preferred. Maintaining a daily journal during internship is required, a PowerPoint presentation on an internship related topic, and assigned special projects required. 

Duration of Internship: Minimum of 10 weeks, minimum of 4 days a week for 8 hours per day. Weekends and holidays availability required.

Application Deadline: Four months prior to the start date of the semester/quarter.

Diver Program Assistant – Bay Pavilion

Duties: Assist in the coordination of the daily dive program in the Chesapeake Bay Aquarium. Responsibilities will include but are not limited to, assisting in maintenance of Aquarium SCUBA equipment, filling SCUBA tanks, monitoring volunteer divers during programs, participating in daily dive programs as needed, and assisting in other in-water dives duties as needed. Additional duties as assigned.

Qualifications: Current student or candidate with previous college level course work in biology, marine science, education (informal science education), or related field. Junior or senior status preferred. Applicant should have a strong career interest in fish-invertebrate husbandry, marine science, public aquarium management, SCUBA diving technology, etc. Field and laboratory research experiences a plus. SCUBA certification open water level with at least 10 open water dives (non-certification dives) logged required. 

Maintaining a daily journal during internship is required, a PowerPoint presentation on an internship related topic, and assigned special projects required.

Duration of Internship: Priority will be given to those applicants that can complete their internship from May 15 and/or September 10 for a minimum of 12 weeks. A minimum of 5 days per week for 5 hours per day. Weekends and holidays availability required.

Application deadline: Four months prior to start dates of semester/quarter.

Horticulture Intern

Duties: Assist with daily responsibilities for maintaining horticulture exhibits, including but not limited to raking, weeding, watering, and pruning. Assist with landscaping using native plants and “natural design”. Assist with identification of plant pests and diseases. Prepare proposal for plant selection, placement, and cost. Other horticultural duties may be assigned as needed.

Qualifications: Applicants must be available for a minimum of 20 hours a week for 10 weeks. Applicants must be self-motivated, reliable and possess good people skills. Applicants must also be able to tolerate physical exertions and environmental conditions associated with outdoor activities, such as heat, humidity, rain, etc. Applicant should be in excellent physical health and be able to manage a backpack leaf blower, string trimmer, and other typical landscape equipment. Some horticulture experience preferred. 

Collections and Research Technician Intern

Duties: Assist in the identification, preservation and organization of the museum’s natural history collection. Assist in data (science content) and field (specimen content) collection and organization for exhibit use in current exhibits and the upcoming renovation (Geology, Biology). Performs data entry in collections database.

Qualifications: Science background.  Ability to identify mollusks, bones, marine animal teeth, fossils, minerals and Native American artifacts.  Database (Microsoft Access) knowledge preferable.
Exhibit Technician Intern

Duties: Assist in the design, construction and maintenance of the museum’s interactive exhibits.

Qualifications: Carpentry, electronics, welding, design and any other hands-on craft.

Research & Conservation Division

Stranding Response Program Intern

Duties: Assist with the live and dead stranding response of marine mammals and sea turtles, including: necropsies, data and sample collection, animal disposal, cleaning, office organization, data entry and management, live animal husbandry, working with volunteer team members and staff, boat based research and other activities.

Qualifications: Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and have two references (at least one academic and one other). Interns should be interested in marine mammal and sea turtle biology, medicine and/or research, should be reliable, independent and work well in potentially stressful situations. All candidates must be: in good physical condition and able to tolerate exposure to extreme weather conditions, to swim, hike five miles, drive full-size pick-up truck and lift over 50 pounds. 

Applicants with special skills (i.e. database programming/management, ARCGIS, graphic design or photography) are preferred. Interns for the Research & Conservation Division are required to work 24-32 hours/week for at least 10 weeks. Rabies Pre-exposure Vaccinations: In order to gain the most benefit from an Aquarium intern experience with the stranding program, an accepted candidate is strongly encouraged to obtain his or her Rabies pre-exposure vaccine at his or her own expense. You can inquire as to how to obtain these injections from your family doctor or from a local department of health. Should you be accepted to the Aquarium Intern Program in the stranding program, but do not complete your rabies 

pre-exposure, your contact with pinnipeds will be strictly limited. This may impact your experience by minimizing your potential responsibilities. 

All interns are required to:


Perform all duties expected of staff and volunteers

Keep log of hours 

Work closely with staff, volunteers and other interns

Return all uniform shirts/name tags at the end of the internship

Abide by established dress code

Give a minimum of 20 hours per week for at least 10 weeks (varies with job)

All interns can expect to:

Receive help from and access to cooperating staff

Receive all benefits of Aquarium volunteer program including access to free passes for guests (see Volunteer Resources office), family membership in effect for one year after 100 hours have been logged (sent to address of register), invitations to all Aquarium members’ events and volunteer special events

Receive experience to enhance skills and build resume

Make contacts, which will last a lifetime

Know that time and effort has been well spent in furthering the Aquarium’s environmental education mission.
Forward applications to: Kathleen Reed




Volunteer Resources Office




Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center




717 General Booth Boulevard




Virginia Beach, Virginia 23451




Telephone (757) 385-0274




Fax: (757) 437-6055




E-mail: aquavols@VirginiaAquarium.com

Applicants will be contacted by phone or email to schedule an interview with the coordinating staff member.  Applicants are placed on an ongoing basis.  Please apply as soon as possible.
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