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Alaska SeaLife Center Opportunity

Assistant Aviculturist & Mammal Trainee - AmeriCorps Positions 

The Alaska SeaLife Center, a non-profit organization in Seward, Alaska, is accepting application packets for AmeriCorps opportunities in the Husbandry Department.  The Alaska SeaLife Center is dedicated to understanding and maintaining the integrity of the marine ecosystem of Alaska through research, rehabilitation, conservation and public education. The AmeriCorps Member will participate in daily husbandry and educational activities at the Alaska SeaLife Center and work along side our Avian or Marine Mammal Husbandry staff throughout their term.  These are full time positions starting 9/4/06 and ending 8/3/07.

Reports to: Husbandry Staff
Job Summary: The AmeriCorps Member will participate in daily animal diet preparations, routine cleanings, and water quality testing of both the exhibit and research birds or mammals housed at the Alaska SeaLife Center. The Member will make daily observations and notes of health and condition of the exhibit and research birds or mammals – noting changes in behavior and appearance. Daily educational talks and tours to the general public and periodically VIP tours will be given by the AmeriCorps Member. The Member will be encouraged to create materials related to those talks and tours, including but not limited to posters, PowerPoint Presentations and pamphlets to facilitate the educational talks. The Member will also assist the avian or mammal staff in current research projects and data collection associated with those projects, while maintaining written and computer records. As part of our team, the Member will also help with improvements to habitats and enrichment programs and will learn and assist in training and preparing birds or mammals for the visitor experience programs.
Requirements:  The Member must be a team player who has some college, although college graduates are preferred.  Must have good oral and written skills, be able to follow written and oral instructions and be able to lift 50 pounds.  Computer and public speaking skills are strongly encouraged.  Must be at least 18 years of age to apply.  No previous aquarium experience necessary, although preferred.  

Duties Include:

· Assist staff in current research projects and data collection 

· Maintain written and computer records. 

· Assist in fecal collection, water quality testing, routine cleanings, and diet preparations for exhibit and research birds or mammals. 

· Participate in daily educational talks and tours. 

· Create public talks and programs, including Power Point Presentations, posters and pamphlets. 

· Performs other duties relating to the Alaska SeaLife Center’s goals and mission statement as required.

This is an unpaid position; AmeriCorps provides a $1,100/month stipend, health coverage and an education award upon completion of the service term.
Visit the following websites to complete an online application:

AmeriCorps: http://www.americorps.org/
Alaska SeaLife Center: www.alaskasealife.org 
SAGA: www.servealaska.org 
or contact: Ryan Sotomayer
     Telephone: (907) 790-6413

E-Mail: connections@servealaska.org
