Marine Mammal Department -  Pool Maintenance Diver- updated 2/29/04
I. POSITION DESCRIPTION
Position:
Pool Maintenance Diver
Supervisor:
Director of Training and Husbandry/


Marine Mammal Dive Lead

Objective:
Assists marine mammal staff in the daily maintenance of the Oceanarium's animal habitats.

Approximate
% of Time                 
Principal Job Duties and Responsibilities:
25%
DIVING: Dive in various habitats along with staff diver to clean habitats.  Diving activities will include vacuuming, sweeping, scrubbing, and underwater repair. Several volunteer divers will usually be scheduled and dive duties will alternate with tending duties.

25%
DIVE TENDING: Monitor dive activities from the surface; is prepared to effect a rescue, provide assistance, or call for help if needed.  Minor cleaning and maintenance duties may be required during tending. Several volunteer divers will usually be scheduled and tending duties will alternate with dive duties.

25%
CLEANING: Assists in the cleaning of dive equipment, cleaning equipment, and areas used by the divers and the dive equipment.  Helps in the breakdown and maintenance of equipment and gear used in the dive.  This cleaning is in addition to the duties described under diving and tending responsibilities.

20%
SET-UP: Assists in the assembling of equipment and gear needed for that day's dive.  Aids staff and other volunteers in various duties that will help prepare for the dive.  This includes opening and closing gates, assembling of pumps and hoses, organization of gear, and pre-dive planning meetings.

5%
RECORD KEEPING: Maintains detailed records of all dive activities in staff dive log.  Including length and depth of dive, co-divers, and areas cleaned.

Requirements:

· Must be 21 years of age or older.

· Must be certified as an OPEN WATER DIVER by PADI, NAUI, YMCA or any recognized certifying agency.  Must provide proof of same with a valid C-card.  Resort course certification does not qualify.

· Must have 30 hours of open water SCUBA diving experience, INCLUDING at least 5 hours of cold-water diving experience within the previous 2-year period.  Must be able to verify this with a diving logbook.  Logbooks will be evaluated by the Aquarium's Chief Diver.  NOTE: Training dives do not count toward these totals.  Also, previous volunteer diving experience in the Caribbean Reef Exhibit does not count towards 30 hours of open water experience, as Reef Exhibit diving is not open water SCUBA diving.

· Must have doctor's approval specifically for diving in the Oceanarium.

· Must perform a Diving Skills Demonstration (SEE NEXT PAGE).

· Must be willing to sign a waiver to release the Shedd Aquarium of any liability in the event of personal neglect or misconduct.

Recommended:

· Should have dry suit diving certification and experience.

· Should have RESCUE DIVER certification.

· Should have training in CPR procedures.

II. Uniform
Oceanarium Divers are asked to wear the wetsuits we provide here at Shedd.  We have this requirement for three reasons: 1) the wetsuits that we own are thicker than what most people own and, therefore, better suited to the cold water, 2) we do not have enough space for people to store their own wetsuits and 3) you will be covered under our insurance policies if there were to be a problem in one of our suits.  If you cannot find a suit that fits you properly from our supply, we may be able to make a special arrangement for you.

III. Training
Day One

· Review handout information about the effects of hypothermia.

· Orientation to Oceanarium.

· Review emergency procedures as well as location and operation of emergency equipment.

· Learn duties of surface tender.

· Diving equipment location, set-up, and familiarization.

Day Two

· Diving skills demonstration (see below)

Day Three

· Cleaning procedures and techniques

-Underwater vacuum setup and operation 

-Sweeping pool floor

-Scrubbing rocks

-Removing algae from acrylic panels

· Equipment breakdown, rinse and storage

· Motorized pool scrubber set-up and operations as well
OCEANARIUM VOLUNTEER DIVER SKILLS DEMONSTRATION

(Note: These skills may not necessarily be performed in this order)

· Assembly and handling of SCUBA diving gear and wetsuit.

· Proper weighting.

· Knowledge and use of basic underwater communication (hand signals).

· Maintain neutral buoyancy, and hover motionless for 1 minute.

· Mask removal, replacement and clearing.

· Surface swim 50 yards alternating from snorkel to SCUBA and back to snorkel.

· Orally inflate buddy's B.C. at the surface.

· Tired diver tow for 50 feet.

· Safe ascent using buddy's alternate air source.

· Safe ascent while buddy breathing.

· Emergency ascent (regulator in mouth). 

· Leg cramp removal (self and buddy).

· Comfort level in full wetsuit before, during and after dive.

IV. Departmental Policies
The evaluation of the volunteer's Diving Skills Demonstration will be done by a certified SCUBA diving instructor, who will base his or her decision on the protection of the Aquarium's and the volunteer's best interests.  The final evaluation will be one of either Pass or Fail.

A failed demonstration does not, however, disqualify a volunteer diver candidate permanently from the program.  Candidates will be allowed to repeat their demonstration for re-evaluation.  This retrial must be performed no sooner than 3 months from the date of the first demonstration, and no later than 6 months from that date.  If the second Diving Skills Demonstration results in the evaluation of Fail, the candidate will be considered ineligible for participation in the Oceanarium Volunteer Diver program.

