LIABILITY RELEASE FOR SUPERVISION OF CERTIFIED DIVERS/SNORKELERS AND ARBITRATION AGREEMENT
THIS IS A RELEASE OF YOUR RIGHTS TO SUE THE JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM, THE SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY, AND THEIR EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS (hereafter referred to as "The Shedd") FOR PERSONAL INJURIES OR WRONGFUL DEATH THAT MAY OCCUR DURING THE FORTHCOMING DIVE ACTIVITY AS A RESULT OF THE INHERENT RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH SCUBA DIVING/SNORKELING OR AS A RESULT OF NEGLIGENCE.

In consideration of The Shedd permitting me to engage in Scuba Diving/Snorkeling as a volunteer, I voluntarily and of my own free will make the following promises, agreements and covenants:

(Please place your initials next to each of the following sections.)

_____
1.
I acknowledge that I am a certified scuba diver trained in safe diving practices.

_____
2.
I am aware of the risks inherent in this sport, accept these risks, and I will not hold The Shedd responsible if I am injured doing so, and I hereby acquit, acclaim and forever release, on my own behalf and that of my heirs, The Shedd from any and all claims and causes of action whatsoever, which arise from that activity.

_____
3.
I affirm that I am in good mental and physical fitness for diving, and that I am not under the influence of alcohol, nor am I under the influence of any drugs that are contradictory to diving.  If I am taking medication, I affirm that I have seen a physician and have approval to dive while under the influence of the medication/drugs.

_____
4.
I am aware of the dangers of breath holding while scuba diving, and I will not hold The Shedd responsible if I am injured doing so, and I hereby acquit, acclaim and forever release, on my own behalf and that of my heirs, The Shedd from any and all claims and causes of action whatsoever, which arise from that activity or out of my scuba diving/snorkeling.

_____
5.
I am aware that I will be diving with a buddy, and it will be our responsibility to plan our dive allowing for our diving limitations and the prevailing water conditions, and I will not hold The Shedd responsible if I am injured doing so, and I hereby acquit, acclaim and forever release, on my own behalf and that of my heirs, The Shedd from any and all claims and causes of action whatsoever, which arise from that activity or for my failure to safely plan my dive.

_____
6.
I will inspect all of my equipment prior to the activity and will notify the above listed individuals if any of my equipment is not working properly, and I will not hold The Shedd responsible if I am injured doing so, and I hereby acquit, acclaim and forever release, on my own behalf and that of my heirs, The Shedd from any and all claims and causes of action whatsoever, which arise from that activity or for my failure to inspect my equipment prior to diving.

_____
7.
I acknowledge that I am physically fit to scuba dive/snorkel, and I will not hold The Shedd responsible if I am injured doing so, and I hereby acquit, acclaim and forever release, on my own behalf and that of my heirs, The Shedd from any and all claims and causes of action whatsoever, which arise from that activity or if I am injured as a result of heart, lung, ear, or circulatory problems or other illnesses that occur while diving and/or snorkeling.

_____
8.
I understand that even though I follow all of the appropriate dive practices, there is still some risk of my sustaining decompression sickness, embolism or other hyperbaric injuries.  I expressly assume the risk of said injuries, and I will not hold The Shedd responsible if I am injured doing so, and I hereby acquit, acclaim and forever release, on my own behalf and that of my heirs, The Shedd from any and all claims and causes of action whatsoever, which arise from my scuba diving/snorkeling.

_____
9.
I also expressly assume the risk and accept all responsibility to plan my dive and dive my plan.

_____
10.
I also understand that scuba diving/snorkeling is a physically strenuous activity and that I will be exerting myself during this diving excursion, and that if I am injured as a result of a heart attack, panic, hyperventilation, etc. that I expressly assume the risk of said injuries and that I will not hold the above listed individuals responsible for the same.

_____
11.
I also understand that if this is open-water diving, I will be at a remote site and that there will not be immediate medical care or hyperbaric care available to me, and I expressly assume the risk of diving in such a remote spot.

_____12.
I agree that any and all disputes which may arise between me or my heirs and The Shedd, including those pertaining to the terms of this Release and/or my rights hereunder shall be subject to and determined by arbitration in accordance with the rules of the American Arbitration Association ("AAA").  In that regard, I acknowledge and agree that (a) arbitration is final and binding on all claims which were raised or could have been raised; (b) I waive my rights to seek any remedies in court, including the right to a jury trial; (c) reasonable pre-arbitration discovery shall be available to both parties, but may be more limited and focused than that in court proceedings; (d) the arbitrator's award is required to be written and include findings of ultimate fact and reasoning; and (e) either party's right to appeal or to seek modification of the arbitrator's rulings is strictly limited by law and shall be as limited as possible to permit enforcement under applicable state or federal law. The arbitrator is to apply Illinois law, except where a claim arises under the laws of the United States, in which case United States' substantive law shall apply.  Either party must deliver a request for arbitration in writing to the other within ninety (90) days of the date she or he has knowledge of the event giving rise to the claim. Both parties will share evenly the costs of arbitration, but will each pay their own attorneys fees and other expenses.

_____
13.
I acknowledge that I am not an employee of the John G. Shedd Aquarium nor the Shedd Aquarium Society.

_____14.
IT IS THE INTENTION OF

___________________________________________________________________

( Print Diver's Name)

BY THIS INSTRUMENT TO EXEMPT AND RELEASE THE JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM, THE SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY, THE SHEDD AQUARIUM DIVING SAFETY OFFICER, THE SHEDD AQUARIUM DIVING CONTROL BOARD AND THE SHEDD, FROM ALL LIABILITY WHATSOEVER FOR PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE, OR WRONGFUL DEATH CAUSED BY NEGLIGENCE.  I HAVE FULLY INFORMED MYSELF OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS RELEASE AND AGREEMENT BY READING IT BEFORE I SIGNED IT ON BEHALF OF MYSELF OR MY HEIRS

DATE: ____________________

___________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE OF DIVER
