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An Introduction to

Inte 'pretation
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Prior experience with interpretation? How would you know?



Goals for

Introduce you to the history of interpretation

Identify .arprg}’ e principles, qualities and goals

Give you ideas fc eff ive interpretation
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This is a condensed 32-hour course.



NPS-Was a leader in forming professional interpretation formed in 1917 its main
goals were to preserve wild places and to give access to the public

IDP-Interpretive Development Program. Helping to standardize interpretation.

Freeman Tilden put substance to interpretation through the writings of Interpreting
our Heritage and his 6 principles of interpretation

Sam Ham among others in the 80’s-90’s kept pushing with formalization of
interpetation
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Three evolving definitions of interpretation.
Define who each was, and what the essence of the definition is.
Define what NAI is.
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Any point of contact in our facility can be interpretive

Please make a point when you talk to people.
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Any interpretation that does not somehow relate what is being display
described to Thi hm ‘the persom ty or experience of the visito

sterile.

Have participants read principles out loud.

Do group activity relating to Six Principles (see handout #1)
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Sam Ham outlines good interpretation as two-thirds “Erotic”
We will add in the last third to make it fully erotic.



Qualities of Interpretation

For you (from us)comfortable environment, know your stuff, know where to find it
Things you can do-smile, use your tools.

Make it personal, focus on individual

For our visitor-what experiences have you had at a museum that was enjoyable.
Any not so enjoyable? What made it so?

What are some things we (inlcuding the facility can do to make our visitors
comfortable)

Describe Maslow’s heirarchy of needs.

Do group activity.



Qualities of In‘rer'pr'etatlon_
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W\ ke it Relevant

Have pairs go out into the Aquarium to record 3 analogies and 3 compare/contrasts
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How are presentations normally organized?

Organized activity.
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Qualities of Interpretation

ﬂgke it Thematic

'ﬁresenf a whole rather than a part
n any phase. .

You can remember it as EROTIC, but the “T” is the most important part.

But what is a theme? (punch line, main point-not topic, answers the question so
what, moral of the story)
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environment
the ABCS,
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Qualities of Interpretation
Ef;:;qke it Thematic : i

: Wr‘iﬁng a theme is easy!

plete the following se

General Topic: Generall
Specific Topic: At its mq

Create a theme for ordinary objects
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Tilden Said:

j‘he chief aim of I
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Creating Con

ne cTiorg
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intangibles.
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How I got into this kind of work.

Even the mightiest oak tree was once a tiny acorn



Learning S

ha a few moments to fi the quiz
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The Learning Pyramid

people learn?
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Visitors with Disabilities

Have participants role play visitors with disabilities.






